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PRAXEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK FOR FORMING
METHODOLOGY FOR INVESTIGATING CRIMES
COMMITTED BY TRANSNATIONAL ORGANISED
CRIMINAL GROUPS

Abstract. Purpose. The purpose of the article is to study the praxeological framework for forming
the methodology for investigating crimes committed by transnational organised criminal groups.
Results. The article studies some aspects of investigating crimes committed by transnational organised
criminal groups. The author emphasises that the methodology for investigating certain types of criminal
offences is of great practical importance, as each of them provides specific practical recommendations
on most aspects of criminal proceedings. In particular, it provides relevant algorithms for the actions
of authorised persons in accordance with typical investigative situations, specifies the specific features
of certain investigative (search) actions, covert investigative (search) actions and other search activities
during the investigation of a specific illegal act or a group of them. It is stated that the methodology
for investigating crimes committed by transnational organised criminal groups does not lose its practical
significance, and even vice versa, only increases it, since its formation will provide recommendations for
various categories of criminal proceedings. Conclusions. The key elements of the category under study
are identified, namely: criminalistic description of crimes committed by transnational organised criminal
groups; collection and analysis of primary data and entering information into the Unified Register of Pre-
trial Investigations; circumstances to be clarified during the investigation; typical investigative situations
and the corresponding algorithms of actions of authorised persons; and specific features of interaction
between individual law enforcement units; prevention by authorised persons to eliminate the causes
and conditions that contributed to the commission of an unlawful act; organisational and tactical aspects
of procedural actions and other measures at the initial and subsequent phases of criminal proceedings;
tactical operations; international cooperation measures used in the investigation of crimes committed
by transnational organised criminal groups; specifics of international legal assistance in the course
of investigation of a certain category of unlawful acts; specific features of the use of special knowledge
in the category of criminal proceedings under study; activities of authorised persons at the final phase
of criminal proceedings.

Key words: transnational organised criminal group, criminal offences, methodology, investigation,
investigative (search) actions, investigation planning.

1. Introduction

The methodology for investigating certain
types of criminal offences is of great practical
importance, as each of them provides specific
practical recommendations on most aspects
of criminal proceedings. In particular, it provides
relevant algorithms for the actions of authorised
persons in accordance with typical investigative
situations, specifies the specific features
of certain investigative (search) actions, covert
investigative (search) actions and other search
activities during the investigation of a specific
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illegal act or a group of them. The methodology
for investigating crimes committed by
transnational organised criminal groups does
not lose its practical significance, and even vice
versa, only increases it, since its formation will
provide recommendations for various categories
of criminal proceedings.

The following national scholars who have
focused their research on the development
of the methodology for investigating criminal
offences should be noted: O.A. Antoniuk,
V.P. Bakhin, PD. Bilenchuk, V.M. Vartsaba,
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H.P. Zharovska, N.S. Karpov, O.L. Kobylianskyi,
M.V. Kostenko, O.V. Kuzmenko, A.V. Kofanoy,
A.M. Lazebnyi, B.S. Levytskyi, K.M. Marysiuk,
PYa. Minka, Ye.K. Paniotov, V.S. Polianska,
N.P. Sichko, K.O. Chaplynskyi, A.P. Sheremet,
B.V. Shchur and others. In addition, our study
is based on a comprehensive approach to
formulating the scientific category, considering
international practice and current trends.

The purpose of the article is to study
the praxeological framework for forming
the methodology for investigating crimes
committed by transnational organised criminal
groups.

2. Investigation of crimes committed by
transnational organised crime groups

To begin with, it would be appropriate
to refer to the statement of M.V. Kostenko,
who argues that ‘.the specific features
of the investigation of crimes committed by
organised groups are, first of all, in solving
specific tasks related to the establishment
and proof of the signs of organisation
of a criminal group. These are tactical tasks
of the investigation, as they are intermediate
on the way to solving the final (strategic)
tasks of criminal proceedings, as defined in
Article 2 of the CPC of Ukraine (Criminal
Procedure Code of Ukraine, 2012). The
concept of a tactical task of investigation
performs an important function of structuring
criminal ~ proceedings,  highlighting its
individual intervals and focusing on them by
the pre-trial investigation body’. In addition,
the author has identified the tactical tasks
of the investigation as follows: 1. A tactical
task to establish the quantitative composition
of a group of persons. 2. A tactical task to
establish the stability of ties between group
members. 3. A tactical task to establish a clear
and unified plan of criminal activities known
to all members of the group. 4. A tactical task
to establish the distribution of functions
of the group members aimed at implementing
the plan of criminal activity (Kostenko, 2017).
It is evident that the scientist has identified
specific tasks that, in our opinion, should be
solved by a specific set of various procedural
actions and search activities.

Another interesting opinion is that
of B.V. Shchur, who argues that a specific
feature of the structure of an organised criminal
group is the presence of special persons (groups
of persons, blocks) who are entrusted with
the function of protection from exposing
the activities of a criminal group (persons
ensuring discipline; persecuting persons trying
to stop criminal activity; maintaining links with
corrupt representatives of the authorities, etc.)
The researcher emphasises that the specificity

of their activities is that the defence mechanism
is laid down from the moment of formation
of the organised group (for example, strict
secrecy of the group's functioning) (Shchur,
2005). In other words, transnational organised
criminal groups use this mechanism to
counteract the investigation of their crimes,
which necessitates the creation of an effective
methodology for their investigation.

According to V.M. Vartsaba, the activities
of organised criminal groups are characterised
by a certain succession of unlawful acts,
the use of complex methods of committing
them, and the use of criminal technologies.
The author states that in the mechanism
of organised criminal activity, a special place is
assigned to corrupt relations with employees
of authorities and law enforcement bodies. From
the criminalistic perspective, a forensic scientist
notes that this refers to corrupt ties between
representatives of authorities (including law
enforcement bodies) and criminals, and to
the interaction of authorities and management
officials with leaders (or members) of organised
criminal groups. The scholar underlines that
this interaction involves various illegal forms,
in particular, it can be either bribery (one-
time or repeated bribery) of officials to resolve
issues related to the legal or illegal ‘business’
of a criminal group, or involvement (drag)
of officials in a joint ‘business’. In addition,
V. Vartsaba drew attention to the processes
associated with the politicisation of organised
crime (Vartsaba, 2003). In other words,
the author identifies such characteristic
features of transnational organised criminal
groups as corrupt ties with employees
of authorities and law enforcement bodies,
as well as politicisation of organised criminal
activity, which directly complicates the process
of investigating crimes committed by them.

As mentioned above, scholars
currently have ongoing disputes regarding
the concept and structure of the methodology
for investigating certain groups of criminal
offences. For example, a group of authors defines
itasanindependent section of criminalistics that
includes scientific provisions, recommendations
and methods of investigation of certain
types of crimes based on the requirements
of criminal procedure legislation. Regarding
its structure, criminologists argue that for each
type of unlawful act some structural schemes
and algorithms of activity are suitable for
investigating any other type of crime, and these
elements are called the structure of a particular
methodology. To sum up, the researchers include
the following main elements: “... criminalistic
characteristics of a certain type of crime;
circumstances to be established; specific features
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of criminal proceedings; priority investigative
actions, search operations; typical investigative
situations, typical versions and planning; tactics
of certain investigative actions; preventive
actions of the investigator” (Bilenchuk, Hel,
Semakov, 2007).

ThelistofcomponentsproposedbyV.Maliuha
is quite appropriate, stressing that “researchers
rightly consider the regularities of organisation
and planning of the investigation; forensic
features of verification of information about
the crime and opening of criminal proceedings;
investigative versions, circumstances
to  be clarified, preventive activities
of the investigator, as well as the use of special
knowledge and other issues to be the structural
elements of the methodology for investigating
certain types of crimes. Obviously, depending
on the type of crime, one or another element
of the methodology for investigating certain
types of crimes will be of greater or lesser
practical importance, but it should be a certain
system of developed recommendations that
are important for the investigation of crimes.
Individual investigative techniques, in one way
or another, should cover the following main
sections (constituent elements): criminalistic
description of the relevant type of crime; typical
investigative situations at the stage of detection
of a crime and the stages of its investigation;
criminalistic issues of commencing criminal
proceedings;  regularities of  organising
and planning an investigation; investigative
versions, circumstances to be clarified;
algorithm of investigative (search) actions
and operative-search measures, determined by
the tasks of typical investigative situations;
particularities of conducting individual
investigative (search) actions and their
systems (tactical operations); coordination
of law enforcement bodies in the investigation
and specific features of interaction between
the investigator and operational units,
supervisory and other state bodies, associations
of citizens, etc.” (Maliuha, 2015).

3. Methodology of investigation of certain
types of criminal offences

According to M.M. Yefimov,
thedefinitionofthemethodology ofinvestigation
of certain types of criminal offences is
a system of scientific provisions, as well as
methodological and practical recommendations
for the investigation of certain types and groups
of criminal offences developed on their basis.
In addition, the scholar argues that changes in
criminal procedure and criminal law, as well
as the overall reform of the law enforcement
system of Ukraine, have led to appropriate
changes in the methodology of investigation
of certain types of unlawful acts, namely,
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the author identifies the following structural
elements of the scientific category under study:
‘... criminalistic description of crimes; analysis
of initial information and commencement
of criminal proceedings; circumstances to
be proved in criminal proceedings; typical
investigative situations of investigation; specific
features of initial investigative (search) actions,
covert investigative (search) actions and other
measures;specificfeaturesoffurtherinvestigative
(search) actions, covert investigative (search)
actions and other measures; specific features
of the use of specialised knowledge during
theinvestigation ofacriminal offence; preventive
activities of the investigator regarding
the causes and conditions that contributed
to the commission of a criminal offence;
specific features of the investigator's activities
at the final stage of the investigation” (Yefimoyv,
2018).

In A.P. Sheremet’s opinion, the investigation
methodology is interconnected with these
two areas (practical and theoretical), namely,
the process of investigation of unlawful acts
andthesectionofthecriminalisticsscience,which
contains a system of comprehensive forensic
recommendationsforthedetection,investigation
and prevention of certain types of criminal
offences. Given the above, the researcher
correctly  concludes that the scientific
category under study manifests its purpose by
contributing to the development of scientific
recommendations and their implementation
in the practice of crime investigation. With
regard to the structure of the methodology for
investigating a particular type of unlawful act,
the author identifies the following structural
elements: “.. criminalistic description of this
type of offence; circumstances to be established,;
specific features of criminal proceedings; priority
investigative actions and operative-search
measures; typical investigative situations,
typical versions and planning; tactics of certain
investigative actions; preventive investigative
actions” (Sheremet, 2009).

With regard to the structure of certain
categories of methodologies for investigating
criminal offences, we consider interesting the one
provided by O.V. Kuzmenko and N.P. Sichko
on the investigation of collaboration, stating
that “..first, the construction of any individual
criminalistic methodology should be united
on a legal, scientific and information-practical
basis. Second, the structure of the methodology
for investigating collaboration should include:
1) criminalistic description; 2) circumstances
to be proved; 3) versions of investigation;
4) separate investigative (search) actions
and operative-search measures” (Kuzmenko,
Sichko, 2022).
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For example, O.A. Antoniuk identifies
the following elements of the methodology
for investigating criminal offences against
public  order, namely: “..criminalistic
description; verification of initial information
and entering information into the URPI,;
circumstances to be established in criminal
proceedings; typical investigative situations;
specifics of interaction between different
law enforcement units; specific features
of procedural actions and other measures
of the initial and subsequent stages
of investigation; specifics of applying
specialisedknowledgeduringtheinvestigation;
activities of authorised persons to eliminate
the causes and conditions that contributed
to the commission of the offence; specifics
of activities of authorised persons at the final
stage of investigation” (Antoniuk, 2019).

With  regard to the methodology
of investigation of unlawful acts committed by
organised crime, for example, V.M. Vartsaba
identifies the following elements: structure
and psychological mechanism of functioning
of organised criminal groups; criminalistic
description of crimes committed by organised
criminal groups; detection ofsignsofan organised
group committing an offence; planning
of investigation and putting forward versions;
specific tactics of certain investigative (search)
actions (inspection of the scene, interrogation,
search); specifics of the use of specialised
knowledge; formation and wuse of tactical
systems (operations) (Vartsaba, 2003).

According  to  K.O.  Chaplynskyi,
the following components in this structure
can be considered: criminalistic analysis
of organised crime: concepts and signs; concept,
types and place of organised criminal groups in
the structure of organised crime; criminalistic
description of the leader and other members
of organised criminal groups; organisation
and tactics of investigative (search) actions
to extract information from material objects;
organisation and tactics of investigative
(search) actions to obtain information from
personal sources (Chaplynskyi, 2004).

In conclusion, a group of scholars argues
that the methodology of investigating
transnational crimes includes components such
as: “..group methods of investigating crimes,
the characteristic feature of the criminalistic
description  thereof is  the  presence
of a foreign element; individual methods
of investigating crimes, the characteristic
feature of the criminalistic description thereof is
the presence of a foreign element” (Bilenchuk,
Kofanov, Kobylianskyi, Paniotov, 2011). It is
obvious that in most cases, some elements are
repeated, but in general, there is a stable list
of them.

The analysis of the materials of forensic
and investigative practice, as well as the study

of scientific works by a number of criminalists,
has enabled to identify the main elements
of the methodology for investigating crimes
committed by transnational organised criminal
groups, as follows:

— Criminalistic description of crimes
committed by transnational organised criminal
groups;

— Collection and analysis of primary data
and entering information into the Unified
Register of Pre-trial Investigations;

— Circumstances to be clarified during
the investigation;

—  Typical investigative  situations
and the corresponding algorithms of actions
of authorised persons;

— Specific features of interaction between
individual law enforcement units;

— Prevention by authorised persons to
eliminate the causes and conditions that
contributed to the commission of an unlawful
act;

— Organisational and tactical aspects
of procedural actions and other measures
at the initial and subsequent phases of criminal
proceedings;

— Tactical operations;

— International cooperation measures used
in the investigation of crimes committed by
transnational organised criminal groups;

— Specifics of international legal assistance
in the course of investigation of a certain
category of unlawful acts;

—  Specific  features of the use
of special knowledge in the category of criminal
proceedings under study;

— Activities of authorised persons at the final
phase of criminal proceedings.

4. Conclusions

To sum up, it should be noted that
the methodology for investigating certain
types of criminal offences is of great practical
importance, as each of them provides specific
practical recommendations on most aspects
of criminal proceedings. Its key elements are
identified, namely: criminalistic description
of crimes committed by transnational
organised criminal groups; typical investigative
situations and the corresponding algorithms
of actions of authorised persons; prevention
by  authorised persons to  eliminate
the causes and conditions that contributed
to the commission of an unlawful act; tactical
operations; international cooperation measures
used in the investigation of crimes committed
by transnational organised criminal groups;
specifics of international legal assistance
in the course of investigation of a certain
category of unlawful acts; specific features
of the use of special knowledge in the category
of criminal proceedings under study; activities
of authorised persons at the final phase
of criminal proceedings.
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ITIPAKCEOJIOTTYHI 3ACA/IU ®OPMYBAHHSA METOINKI
PO3CJIAYBAHHA 3J1I09YNHIB, YAMHEHNX TPAHCHAIIIOHAJIbHUMH
OPTAHI3SOBAHUMU 3JIOYMHHNUMU YIPYIIOBAHHAMU

Anoraiisi. Memoto ctatTi € JOCII/DKeHHS IPAKCeoNoTiuHnX 3aca/l (hOPMyBaHHS METOIUKH PO3CIIi-
JIyBaHHSI 3JI0YMHIB, YYMHEHUX TPAHCHAI[IOHAJIBHUMU OPraHi30BAHUMH 3JI0YMHHUMMU YTPYTIOBAHHSIMU.
Pesynvmamu. HaykoBa cTaTTs NpUCBAYECHA JOCTIKEHHIO JIEIKUX aCTIeKTiB PO3CJIiyBaHHS 3JI0YMHIB,
YYMHIOBAHUX TPAHCHAIIOHAIBHUMU OPraHi30BaHUMU 3JOYMHHUMM YIPYNOBAaHHAMU. ABTOP aKIEHTY€E
yBary Ha TOMY, IO METONKA PO3CJIIYBAHHI OKPEMUX BHU/[iB KPUMiHATBHUX MPABOMOPYIIEHb MA€ HA/I3BU-
YalfHO Ba)KJIMBe IIPAKTUUHe 3HAUeHHS Yepe3 Te, 1110 KOJKHIH 3 HUX HajlaHl KOHKPeTHI IPaKTUYHI peKOMeH-
nattii mo GiJBIIOCTi aCMeKTiB KPUMIHAJIBHUX POBAKEHb. 30KPEMa, HAAAI0ThCS BiTIOBIIHI alIrOpUTMI
il yIIOBHOBasKEeHUX 0CI0 BIOBIAHO 10 TUIIOBUX CJIIYUX CUTYallili, BKa3yI0ThCst 0COOMBOCTI IPOBE/IEH-
HS OKPEMUX CJIIuuX (PO3ILIYKOBUX) JIill, HEIJTACHUX CJIiIunX (PO3IIYKOBHX) il Ta iHIIMX TIONIYKOBUX
3aXOJIiB T1ijl Yac PO3CJIiLyBaHHS [IEBHOTO IIPOTUIIPABHOTO JIISTHHS UM iX IPyNu. 3a3HAYEHO, 110 METO[MKA
PO3CJI/IyBaHHS 3JI0YMHIB, YANHEHUX TPAHCHAIIOHAIBHUMI OPTaHi30BAHUMU 3JIOYMHHUMK YTPYTOBAHHSI-
MM, M€ JIy’Ke BOKJIUBE MIPAKTUYHE 3HAUCHHS Yepe3 (GopMyBaHHs PEKOMEH/AIl /IS PIZHUX KaTeropiii
KPUMiHAIBHUX TIPOBA/KeHb. Bucnoexu. BuokpeMieHo OCHOBHI eleMEHTH JIOCTiIKYBaHOI KaTeropii,
a came: KPUMiHATICTHYHA XapaKTepHCTUKA 3J0YKMHIB, BUNHEHNX TPAHCHAIIOHATBHIMH OPraHi30BaHUMU
3JIOUMHHUME YIPyHOBaHHsAMY; 30ip Ta aHaJi3 NEPBUHHUX JaHUX Ta BHeCeHHs iHbopmalii 10 €xuHoro
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PeecTpy Z0CY0BUX PO3CIIiLyBaHb; 00CTABHHU, SIKI M IJISATAIOTH 3'sICYBAHHIO ITijl YaC PO3CJIi Iy BAHHSI; THIIO-
Bi cotiui curyanii Ta BiANOBIAHI iM aJIrOPUTME il yIIOBHOBa)KEHUX 0Ci0; 0COOMMBOCTI B3aEMO/IiT OKPEMUX
iZIPO3/IJIIB IIPABOOXOPOHHUX OPraHiB; IMPOGMIIAKTUYHA AiSUIBHICTH YIOBHOBAKEHUX OCIO CTOCOBHO yCy-
HEHHSI TPUYMH i YMOB, SIKi CIPUSJIN BYNHEHHTO TPOTUTIPABHOTO JISTHHS; OPTaHi3aliiHO-TaKTHYHI aCTIEKTH
TIPOBE/IEHHS TTPOTIECYATBHUX /il Ta IHIINX 3aXOJIiB MOYATKOBOTO Ta TTOAJIBIIIOTO eTaIiB KPUMiHATBHOTO
MPOBA/UKEHHST; TAKTUYHI OTlepallii; 3aX0a1 MizKHAPOIHOTO CIIIBPOOITHUIITEA, 110 3ACTOCOBYIOTLCS TIijl Yac
PO3CJIiIyBaHHS 37I0YUHIB, BANHEHNX TPAHCHAIIOHAJIBHIMHI OPraHi30BaHUMU 3JI0YMHHUMU YTPYITyBaHHS-
MU; crenindika MiXKHAPOIHO-TIPABOBOI TOTIOMOTH i/l Yac PO3CJIiyBaHHS BU3HAUEHOI KaTeropii mpoTu-
[PaBHUX [is1Hb; 0COOIMBOCTI BUKOPUCTAHHSI CIIEIIAJIbHIX 3HAHD B JOCJIDKYBaHiil KaTeropil KpUMiHaJIb-
HUX IIPOBAJUKEHD; [iSUTHICTD YIIOBHOBAKEHNX OCI0 HA 3aKII0YHOMY €Talli KPUMiHAJIBLHOTO IIPOBAIKEHHSI.
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