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CRIME COMBATING AS ONE OF THE MAIN AREAS
OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION INVOLVING
THE NATIONAL POLICE

Abstract. Purpose. The purpose of the article is to describe crime combating as one of the main
areas of international cooperation involving the National Police of Ukraine. Results. In the context
of large-scale globalisation processes, transnational crime is increasingly widespread, as open borders
lead to significant migration dynamics, including many representatives of the criminal world. In this
regard, the National Police of Ukraine, in cooperation with international law enforcement organisations
such as Interpol and Europol, as well as individual states, combats crimes that are punishable under
national and foreign law. It is established that the main areas of counteraction to this type of crime are:
creation of a legal framework, organisational, logistical and other conditions for effective combating
organised crime, organisation of international cooperation in this area; identification and elimination
or neutralisation of negative social processes and phenomena which give rise to organised crime
and contribute to it; prevention of harm to individuals, society, and the state; prevention of the emergence
of organised criminal groups; detection, investigation, elimination and prevention of offences committed
by members of organised criminal groups, and bringing the perpetrators to justice; compensation for
damage to individuals, legal entities, and the state; prevention of establishing corrupt ties with public
servants and officials and their involvement in criminal activities; counteraction to the use of civil society
and media associations by members of organised criminal groups in their interests; prevention of money
laundering and the use of business entities for criminal intentions. Conclusions. In this article, relying on
the analysis of scientific views of scholars, provisions of current legislation and law enforcement practice,
the author reveals the essence of crime combating as one of the main areas of international cooperation
involving the National Police. It is proved that this area is the most consistent with the competence,
powers and tasks of the National Police of Ukraine, and contributes to their efficient performance
and overall development of police mechanisms in accordance with international standards and the most
positive foreign practices.
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1. Introduction
According to  Articles 1 and 2

lished by law (Law of Ukraine On the National
Police, 2015). The NPU organises and imple-

of the Law of Ukraine ‘On the National Police’,
the National Police is a central executive body
that serves the public by ensuring the protec-
tion of human rights and freedoms, combat-
ing crime, and maintaining public security
and order. The tasks of the Police are to provide
police services in the following areas: 1) public
safety and order; 2) protection of human rights
and freedoms, as well as interests of society
and the state; 3) crime combating; 4) assistance
services to persons who need such assistance for
personal, economic, social reasons or as a result
of emergency situations, within the limits estab-
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ments international cooperation in all areas
of its activities within the scope of its compe-
tence provided by law, but the most active such
cooperation is in the area of combating crime.
Nowadays, in the legal field, there is a signifi-
cant scientific body of work devoted to the legal,
organisational, political and other principles
of combating crime with the participation
of various state authorities in our country.
For example, this issue has been addressed by:
V.V. Vasylevych, V.N. Driemin, O.M. Dzhuzha,
A.P. Zakaliuk, A.P. Zapototskyi, R.O. Movchan,
O. H. Kolb, L.S. Timush, as well as many other
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scholars. However, despite a significant number
of theoretical developments, the issue of com-
bating crime as one of the main areas of inter-
national cooperation with the participation
of the National Police of Ukraine is insuffi-
ciently developed in the scientific literature.

Therefore, the purpose of the article is to
describe crime combating as one of the main
areas of international cooperation involving
the National Police of Ukraine.

2. The National Police of Ukraine in coop-
eration with international law enforcement
organisations

To begin our research, we should note that
crime is a rather massive, historically variable,
social, criminal law phenomenon of class soci-
ety, which is the totality of all offences commit-
ted in a particular state over a certain period
of time (Boiko, 2009). In some cases, the activ-
ities of criminal groups go beyond the borders
of the state and have negative social conse-
quences for the population of several countries
at once, that is, they become transnational.
According to the United Nations Conven-
tion against Transnational Organised Crime
of November 15, 2000, a crime is transnational
in nature if: a) it is committed in more than one
State; b) it is committed in one State but a sub-
stantial part of its preparation, planning, direc-
tion or control takes place in another State;
¢) it is committed in one State, but involves
an organised criminal group that engages in
criminal activities in more than one State; d) it
is committed in one State but has substan-
tial effects in another State” (United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, 2000).

In the context of large-scale globalisation
processes, transnational crime is increasingly
widespread, as open borders lead to significant
migration dynamics, including many repre-
sentatives of the criminal world. In this regard,
the National Police of Ukraine, in cooperation
with international law enforcement organisa-
tions such as Interpol and Europol, as well as
individual states, combats crimes that are pun-
ishable under national and foreign law.

For example, according to the Law
of Ukraine ‘On the Organisational and Legal
Framework for Combating Organised Crime’,
the main areas of counteraction to this type
of crime are: creation of a legal framework,
organisational, logistical and other conditions
for effective combating organised crime, organ-
isation of international cooperation in this area;
identification and elimination or neutralisation
of negative social processes and phenomena
which give rise to organised crime and contrib-
ute to it; prevention of harm to individuals, soci-
ety, and the state; prevention of the emergence
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of organised criminal groups; detection, inves-
tigation, elimination and prevention of offences
committed by members of organised criminal
groups, and bringing the perpetrators to justice;
compensation for damage to individuals, legal
entities, and the state; prevention of establish-
ing corrupt ties with public servants and offi-
cials and their involvement in criminal activ-
ities; counteraction to the use of civil society
and media associations by members of organised
criminal groups in their interests; prevention
of money laundering and the use of business
entities for criminal intentions. International
cooperation in combating organised crime
is based on the provisions of international
law and current legislation of Ukraine, inter-
state and intergovernmental treaties, bilateral
departmental agreements (Law of Ukraine On
organizational and legal framework for combat-
ing organized crime, 1993).

In the course of international cooperation
to combat and prevent organised crime in 2024,
operational officers of the Strategic Investiga-
tions Department, investigators of the Main
Investigation Department of the National Police
under the procedural guidance of the Pros-
ecutor General's Office in cooperation with
Europol, Eurojust and law enforcement agencies
of the Republic of Moldova and Romania elim-
inated the activities of a criminal group whose
members ‘specialised” in extorting money from
gullible citizens through call centres. Citizens
of Ukraine, who, together with representatives
of other states, ensured the operation of four call
centres in several cities of the Republic of Mol-
dova, employing about 400, peoplewere involved
in organising a large-scale international fraud
scheme (Official web portal of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 2024).

Active international cooperation continues
in combating drug-related crimes. In Ukraine,
in accordance with the Law of Ukraine ‘On
measures to counteract the illicit traflicking
in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances
and precursors and their abuse’, the NPU is part
of the system of bodies responsible for coun-
teracting and combating illicit trafficking in
narcotic drugs (Law of Ukraine On Measures
to Counteract Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic
Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Precur-
sors and Their Abuse, 1995).

In some cases, drug-related crimes are com-
mitted simultaneously on the territory of sev-
eral states by criminal groups, which makes
it impossible to stop their activities without
a combination of forces and means of national
and foreign authorities. For example, in 2024, as
part of international cooperation under the pro-
cedural guidance of the Prosecutor General's
Office, operational officers of the Department for
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Combating Drug Crimes, together with investi-
gators of the Main Investigation Department
of the National Police and specialised territorial
police units, KORD and PPOP special forces in
the capital, Dnipro, Kyiv, Cherkasy and Zapor-
izhzhia regions, with the assistance of the Drug
Crime Department of the Main National Police
in these regions, in cooperation with Europol
and the Department for Combating Organised
Drug Crime of the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion, conducted a in cooperation with Europol
and the Department for Combating Organised
Drug Crime of the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation of the Polish Police, with the support
of the Bureau of Anti-Terrorist Operations
of the Police ‘BOA, exposed the illegal activi-
ties of a drug group. Ukrainian and Polish law
enforcement officers conducted a large-scale
special operation that resulted in the liquida-
tion of the production sites of narcotic drugs
and psychotropic substances. The drug labs in
Ukraine and Poland produced crystalline meth-
adone and synthetic cathinones such as mephe-
drone and Alpha-PVP. As part of the investi-
gation, searches were conducted at 38 facilities
where drugs, precursors, chemicals and pro-
duction equipment were produced or stored.
Ukrainian law enforcement officers directly
served five people with a notice of suspicion
of illegal production, manufacture, acquisition,
storage, transportation, shipment or sale of nar-
cotic drugs, psychotropic substances or their
analogues on a particularly large scale (Oficial
Web Portal of the Prosecutor General's Office,
2024).

3. International cooperation in combating
crime

International cooperation in combating
crime covers counteracting trafficking in human
beings as a separate and rather massive type
of criminal activity. At the level of national legis-
lation, the Law of Ukraine ‘On Combating Traf-
ficking in Human Beings’ No.3739-VI of Sep-
tember 20, 2011 addresses this issue. According
to the articles of the law, anti-trafficking is
an integral part of the activities of the National
Police in combating crime, which, in particu-
lar, take measures to identify crimes of human
trafficking, victims of human trafficking,
identify traffickers and bring them to justice
through the implementation of organisational,
operational and investigative, administrative
and legal, procedural, analytical and research,
information and other measures. The tasks
of combating human trafficking are as follows:
1) to identify the causes and preconditions that
facilitate human trafficking and take measures
to eliminate them; 2) to ensure the safety of per-
sons recognised as victims of human trafficking,
witnesses and other persons involved in crim-

inal proceedings in cases of human trafficking;
3) to detect and investigate crimes related
to human trafficking; 4) to bring to justice,
including criminal liability, persons involved in
human trafficking; 5) to ensure the restoration
of the rights of victims of human trafficking;
6) to inform the entities involved in the field
of combating human trafficking and the public
about the results of activities in the field of com-
bating human trafficking. In addition, Article 28
of the Law provides that Ukraine participates in
international cooperation in combating human
trafficking at the state, regional and local lev-
els. Entities carrying out activities in the field
of combating human trafficking have the right
to conclude cooperation agreements and estab-
lish direct relations with the relevant author-
ities of foreign countries and international
organisations in accordance with the legislation
of Ukraine. The state supports and encourages
international cooperation in combating this
type of criminal offence (Law of Ukraine On
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, 2011).

An example of effective international coun-
teraction to human trafficking is the elimi-
nation in 2018 of a transnational group that
recruited Ukrainians to transport illegal immi-
grants. Employees of the Department for Com-
bating Illegal Trafficking in Human Beings
(currently the Migration Police Department)
together with investigators of the Main Inves-
tigation Department of the National Police,
under the procedural supervision of the Pros-
ecutor General's Office, stopped the activities
of a transnational criminal group that had been
providing an international channel for human
trafficking from Ukraine for three years. Both
Ukrainian law enforcement and foreign col-
leagues from the UK, Greece, Turkey and Italy,
with the support of Interpol and Europol, were
involved in documenting this criminal network.
The main task of the criminals was to recruit
Ukrainians to work as labourers for the trans-
portation of illegal migrants from North Africa
to Europe. The recruits did not understand
that they were committing a crime (Official
web portal of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of Ukraine, 2024).

4. Conclusions

Therefore, given the current realities
of the law enforcement system and the chal-
lenges faced by the National Police of Ukraine,
international cooperation in combating crime
is of the highest priority. This area seems
the most consistent with the competence, pow-
ers and tasks of the NPU, and contributes to
their efficient performance and overall develop-
ment of police mechanisms in accordance with
international standards and the most positive
foreign practices.
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BOPOTbBA 31 3JIOUNMHHICTIO, 1K O/THA 3 OCHOBHUX CDEP
MIKHAPOIHOTI'O CIIIBPOBITHUIITBA 3A YYACTIO
HAIIOHAJIbHOI ITOJITIII

Awnorattis. Memoto cratti € oxapaktepusyBati 60poTh0y 31 3JTOUMHHICTIO K OZINH 3 OCHOBHUX HaIPsi-
MiB MisKHAPOIHOTO CIiBpoGiTHUITBA 3a yuacti HattioHanbHol mosiiii Ykpainu. Pesyavmamu. B ymoBax
MaciTabHKUX [106a/i3aliiiHuX HPOLECB 30YMHHICTD TPAHCHAI[IOHAIBHOTO 3MicTy HalyBae Bee OLIbIIoro
HOIIMPEHHS], a/PKe BIIKPUTI KOPIOHU 3yMOBIIOIOTH CYTTEBY AMHAMIKY Mirpailii Jiojeii, cepes sikux Gara-
TO TIPEICTABHUKIB KPUMIHATBLHOTO CBIiTY. Y 3B’13Ky i3 niuM, Hamionanpna mosmiris Yxpainu y criBmparti i3
MI>KHAPOJIHUMH IPABOOXOPOHHUMHY OpTaHisallisiMi, TAKUMHU K [HTeprios Ta €BpOIo:, a TAKOK OKPEMUMU
JneprkaBamu, 3abe3revye IPOTUIIIO 37T0YMHAM, 10 € KPUMiHAIbHO-KaPAHUMH BiIIIOBIIHO 10 HAI[IOHAIBHOTO
Ta 3apyOIKHOrO 3aKOHOABCTBA. 3'ICOBAHO, 1[0 OCHOBHUMHU HATIPAMAMU IIPOTH/IT JAHOMY THILY 3JI0YHH-
HOCTi €: CTBOPEHHSI ITPABOBOI OCHOBH, OPTaHi3aIiITHNX, MaTePiaIbHO-TEXHIYHUX Ta iHIIIX YMOB /7T edex-
TUBHOI 6OPOTHOU 3 OPraHi30BAHOK 3JOUNHHICTIO, OPraHizallist MiKHAPOIHOTO CIIBPOGITHUIITBA Y 11l cepi;
BUSIBJIEHHSI Ta YCYHEHHsT ab0 HeHTpasi3ariist HeraTHBHUX COIATbHIUX TPOIECIB 1 ABUII, 10 TTOPOIKYIOTH
OpraHizoBaHy 3JIOYMHHICTb Ta CIPUSIOTH Tii; 3a1100iraHHs HAHECEHHIO IKOJLK JIF/IUHI, CYCIILIBCTBY, IEPKaBi;
3arobiraHHst BUHUKHEHHIO OPraHi30BaHUX 3I0YNHHUX YTPYIOBAHb; BUSIBJICHHSI, PO3CJIi [y BAHHSL, IPUITITHEH-
Hst | 3a1100IraHH s IPABOIOPYIIEHHSIM, BUNHIOBAHUM YYaCHUKAMU OPraHi30BAHUX 3JI0YMHHUX YIPYIOBaHb,
MPUTSTHEHHST BUHHUX /IO BiIIOBIIAJIbHOCT]; 3a0€3MedeH st BiIIKOLYBaHHS ITIKOAN (i3UYHUM Ta I0PU/IY-
HUM 0c00aMm, JIep/KaBi; 3aI00iraHHs! BCTAHOBJIEHHIO KOPYMIIOBAHUX 3B’3KIB 3 JIePKaBHUMU CIIY;KOOBLSAMHE
Ta MOCA0BIMU 0COOAMH, BTSITHEHHIO 1X Y 3JI0YMHHY JUsUIbHICTD; POTU/IIS BAKOPHCTAHHIO YYaCHUKAMHE
OpraHizoBaHUX 3JI0YMHHUX YTPYIOBAHb Y CBOIX iHTepecax 00’€[HAHb IPOMAJISH i Mejlia; 3arobiraHHs Jiera-
JTi3atiii KOIITiB, 300y THX 3M0YNHHIM IIIIXOM, BUKOPUCTAHHIO CY6'€KTIB THANTPUEMHHIILKOT AiSTBHOCTI /1St
peauizailii 3sounHHUX HamipiB. Conclusions. Y craTti, CliMpalOuKch Ha AHAJI3 HAYKOBHX IOIJISI/IIB BUEHHX,
HOPM YHHHOTO 3aKOHOJIABCTBA Ta IIPABO3ACTOCOBHOI IPAKTHKH, PO3KPHUTO CYTHICTH GOPOTHOM 31 3I0UHHHiC-
THO, SIK OJIHIET 3 OCHOBHUX chep MIKHAPOAHOTO CHIBPOGITHUITBA 3a yuacTio HatioHasibHol mosiiii. Apry-
MEHTOBAHO, 1[0 caMe JIAHU{T HAIPSMOK HAHO1IbIIIe Bi/IMOBIZAE KOMIIETEHIIT, TOBHOBAKEHHSM Ta 3aBJIaHHSIM
Hartionasbrol nosinii Ykpainu, cripuse ix aKiCHoMy BUKOHAHHIO Ta 3ara/IbHOMY PO3BUTKY MeXaHi3MiB 110J1i-
TEfICHKOI IsTLHOCTI 3TiIHO 10 MIKHAPOAHIX CTAHIAPTIB Ta HAHOITBIIT MO3UTUBHIX IHO3EMHUX MPAKTHK.

Kiouosi ciioa: 60poTh0a 31 3JI0YMHHICTIO, TPAHCHAIIOHATIbHA 3/I0YUHHICTh, MIKHAPO/HE CIIiBPOOIT-
nuirso, Harionasmpra nominist Yxpainn.
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