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SOME ISSUES OF CRIMINOLOGICAL
CHARACTERISTIC OF VIOLENT FEMALE CRIME

Abstract. Purpose. The purpose of the article is to study the main aspects of violent crimes committed
by women and their criminological characteristics. Results. The article considers the issue of violent female
crime, the behaviour of female offenders, analyses the motives for such crimes, specificities of the growing
trend of female crime, as well as the clear study of their criminological description. The article defines
the concept of female crime, as well as studies the place, role, causes and symptoms of violent and cruel
female crime. Given the fact that female crime is now gaining ground faster than male, it rightfully causes
greater concern for society. Aggression, cruelty and murder were associated with males all the time, but
sometimes a woman can seriously outdo the “strong half of humanity.” In modern Ukraine, the focus is on
the aggressiveness of women who commit crimes: 35% of convicted women are punished right for violent
crimes. Every fourth woman in correctional facilities is convicted of violent crimes committed by women
due to prolonged domestic conflicts, and less frequently in connection with jealousy and lucrative motives.
The author draws the attention of the readers to the fact that the analysis of the motives for the violent
crime committed by a woman shows that they are often caused by the grave social and economic situation
of women within the system of social relations. Women used to committ crimes on emotions, and now
a woman is more often carrying out a planned, premeditated and serious crime. The article underlines
a gradual transformation of the negative behaviour of women and their mastering of the type of social
behaviour previously characteristic of male criminals (use of excessive quantity of alcohol, drugs,
immorality, lack of spirituality, etc.). Conclusions. To sum up, the emphasis is placed on increased female
aggression and criminal-dangerous actions in domestic conflicts, and the general increase in the cases
of violence, tension and conflict in the State, violent crimes, aggressively committed by women, reflects
the ethical state of society.
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1. Introduction

It is no secret that female crime is several
times less numerous than male. Therefore, it is
not surprising that female crime is not so under
focus as male. As noted by some scientists, female
crime is defined as secondary to male (Kubal-
skyi, Momotiuk, 2018, p. 67). Others consider
female crime as a certain exception from general
crime (Chaplyk, 2012, p. 114). However, female
crime is now gaining ground faster than men,
which rightfully causes greater social concern.
However, despite this trend toward the increase
in the number of female crimes, Ukraine now
has a significant lack of information on the sta-
tus of female crime.

Therefore, it is obvious that the issue
of aggressive female crime and its criminological
description is increasingly relevant.

The following Ukrainian and foreign
scientists, in particular, those who studied
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female crime in the textbooks on Criminol-
ogy, were focused on the topic of female crime:
Yu.M. Antonian, V.A. Badyra, A.B. Blaha, M.Yu.
Valuiska, A.P. Hel, V.V. Holina, .M. Danshyn,
O.M. Dzhuzha, A.I. Dolhova, A.P. Zakaliuk,
A.E Zelinskyi, V.O. Merkulova, V.A. Serebriak-
ova, TM. Yavchunovska, and others.

The growing level of female crime requires
further research in this realm. The purpose
of the article is to study the main aspects of vio-
lent crimes committed by women and their crim-
inological characteristics. In order to achieve
the purpose, the following task is proposed: to
carry out the criminological analysis of the per-
son of a criminal woman, as well as to identify
the place, specificities, features and causes
of violent female crime.

2. General features of violent female crime

Moving on to the study of the crime of crimi-
nological characteristics of violent female crime,
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it is necessary to start with the fact that female
crime is a combination of crimes that are
committed by women on a certain territory
for a certain period of time (Harhat-Ukrain-
chuk, 2014, p. 189), although the provisions
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine provide
only one composition of the crime (art. 117
of the CCU), the special actor of which is only
a woman (the mother’s murder of her new-born
child) (Criminal Code of Ukraine, 2001).

Moreover, psychologists have not yet been
able to answer the question of the clear rea-
sons for violent female crime. Someone says
that the main reason for this criminal behav-
iour of women is the promotion of violence in
the media, others believe that social conditions
are all to blame. However, violence is charac-
teristic of not only economically disadvantaged
families (Rodionova, 2012, p. 145).

Most experts, who research on female vio-
lence, argue that the aggressiveness of women's
behaviour is a complex of factors, among which
it is difficult to separate one dominant (Anto-
nian, Kudriavtsev, Emynov, 2004).

In modern Ukraine, the focus is on
the aggressiveness of women who commit
crimes: 35% of convicted women are pun-
ished directly for violent crimes (Perelyhina,
2013, p. 323). Every fourth woman in correc-
tional facilities is convicted of violent female
crimes committed due to prolonged domes-
tic conflicts, and less frequently in connection
with jealousy and lucrative motives. Almost
one-third of women commit criminal acts in
the state of intoxication (alcohol or drug) (Kor-
niakova, 2016, pp. 49-50).

Female crime compared to male one is char-
acterised with greater stability of its quantitative
and qualitative indicators, structural monotony,
less aggression, cruelty, vandalism, etc.

The violent female crimes committed with
aggression and cruelty is an unusual phe-
nomenon for society, which is condemned
more harshly than male crime (Rodionova,
2012, p. 146). Female violent crime is more
often domestic. However, in recent years, there
has been a trend towards increase in the number
of women who are punished for grave violent
crimes against the life and health of persons, for
lucrative violent acts (such as robbery and rob-
bery with extreme violence), for crimes related
to drugs (Shalhunova, Orlean, Skok, 2017).

When comparing the criminal behaviour
of men and women, it should be noted that men
have a logic, and women have an impulse (Zaka-
liuk, 2007, p. 457).

Of course, the physical capacity of women
to commit violent crime is usually more limited
than one of men. In domestic or other disputes,
a woman often cannot cause a man a signifi-
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cant harm, but, at the same time, it is worth
remembering that women are more likely to
commit crimes with premeditated intent. It is
known that a premeditated murder is character-
ised by absolutely or almost complete absence
of the struggle of the victim, because it is easier
for a physically weaker woman (Shalhunova,
Orlean, Skok, 2017).

Although there are specific crimes that are
most common among women, NOw it is possi-
ble to see a change in the structure of female
crime, in particular, the scope of violent crimes
increases (Radzevilova, 2017, p. 48). In general,
women used to commit crimes on emotions,
and now a woman is more often carrying out
a planned, premeditated and serious crime (Pri-
adkin, 2004). Numerous cases show that women
are increasingly assimilating the type of social
behaviour previously characteristic of men. The
negative behaviour of male criminals (the use
of excessive alcohol, drugs, immoral behaviour,
lack of spirituality, etc.) is increasingly common
among women who commit criminal acts (Shal-
hunova, Orlean, Skok, 2017).

3. Negative trends in female crime.

According to T. Korniakova, negative trends
in female crime are:

* the similarity with male crime as for a large
number of indicators;

* increase in grave crimes in the structure
of female crime, professionalism and organised
female crime;

* increase of the cases of older children mur-
der (for example, the mother’s murder of daugh-
ter because of jealousy to the co-habitant);

* the murder of the lover’s children in order
to eliminate the “obstacles” for the husband’s
family’s leaving;

» the woman’s murder of her own children,
who are "superfluous” for the idea of establish-
ing a new family);

* etc. (Korniakova, 2016, p. 49).

With each year, violence is increasingly
widespread in various spheres of human life,
with regard to both the aggressiveness of violent
crimes and the gravity of their consequences
(Gilinskij, 1995, p. 206).

Victims of female aggression and violence
usually include relatives, co-workers, lovers.
As a rule, a woman should consider a mur-
der because of prolonged conflicts provoked
by the behaviour of the victim (Rodionova,
2012, p. 144).

According to L. Kryzhna, female aggressive-
ness and criminal-dangerous acts in domestic
conflicts increase, consistent with the results
of the study of criminal cases, the specific weight
of women who committed domestic crimes has
increased more than twice in recent years (Kry-
zhna, 2000, p. 8).
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Some scientists underline the negative
changes in violent female crime in the emo-
tional and motivational basis of criminal acts.
Especially dangerous is the spread of the motive
of criminal behaviour as an aspiration to pleas-
ure, craving for aggressive violence (Kubalskyi,
Momotiuk, 2018, p. 64). At present, the speci-
ficity of the criminological parameters of female
crime allows to consider these crimes as an inde-
pendent group, which takes an important posi-
tion in the framework of the general crime and,
consequently, crimes committed by women
become an independent object of criminological
study (Debolskij, 2019).

When assessing the impact of gender, it
should be noted that men show higher levels
of direct and physical aggression, and women
show indirect and verbal aggression. In gen-
eral, men are prone to physical-type violence,
and women often apply a psychological type
of violence (Petechel, 2019, p. 180).

Men are characterised by direct and indi-
rect physical aggression, as well as direct ver-
bal aggression, and women are characterised
by indirect verbal aggression. Male and female
aggression differs in the direction of aggressive
influence: if the manifestations of aggression
of external open type are characteristic of "strong
half of humanity", then women usually transact
aggression internally oriented, accompanied
by accompanied by helplessness, hopelessness,
loneliness (Petechel, 2019, p. 181). According to
L. Chahovets, men by the level of manifestation
are characterised by primarily physical aggres-
sion, the next is verbal, the third is negativism,
the fourth is irritation, and the fifth is indirect
aggression. Women are characterised by a differ-
ent order: the first is verbal aggression, the sec-
ond is irritation, the third is physical aggression,
the fourth is negativism, and the fifth is indirect
aggression. Women, compared to men, are char-
acterised by less physical aggression and nega-
tivism, and more by indirect aggression and irri-
tation (Chahovets, 2004).

Women consider aggression as an expres-
sion — a means of manifestation of anger
and stress removal through the release of aggres-
sive energy. Men, unlike women, consider

aggression as an instrument, as behaviour
model, to which they apply to receive a diver-
sified social and material reward (Petechel,
2019, p. 183).

Usually after aggression, women are in
a state of concern as for the possible con-
sequences of such behaviour. According to
H. Hekhauzen, having showed aggression,
women react to it with a sense of guilt and fear
(Hekhauzen, 2003). Most women consider
aggression as an expression of emotional tension
through anger. Females are more concerned
that aggression may turn on women themselves,
for example, the possibility of being retaliated
by the victim (Petechel, 2019, p. 182).

O. Petechel highlights the following charac-
teristic features of aggressive female crime:

1) committing crimes using a premeditated
plan;

2) special cruelty;

3) lack of strong family ties;

4) complicity in committing crimes with
men;

5) the spread of recurrent crime, as well as
the trend towards increase in its number;

6) complicated process of re-socialisation
and further social adaptation;

7) the high level of latency;

8) equating to male crime;

9) increase in the number of grave and espe-
cially grave crimes;

10) etc. (Petechel, 2019).

4. Conclusions

To sum up, the recent trend in increased
female crime requires constant focus and study.
Aggression, cruelty and murder were associated
with males all the time, but sometimes a woman
can seriously outdo the “strong half of humanity.”
At present, the increase in the number of women
found to have committed crimes is ahead
of the corresponding increase in men-criminals.
In recent years, the number of women convicted
of violent crimes has been growing with geomet-
ric progression (Rodionova, 2012, p. 144).

An analysis of the motives for the female
violent crime shows that they are often caused
by the grave social and economic situation
of women within the system of social relations.
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AEART TATAHHA KPUMIHOJIOTTYHOI XAPAKTEPUCTHUKU ATPECUBHOI
JRIHOYO0I 3JIOYMHHOCTI

Anoranis. Mema. Metoio cTarTi € NOCTi/KEHHST OCHOBHUX ACIEKTIB CKOEHHS KiHKAaMM HACUJIb-
HUIIBKYX 3IOYMHIB Ta IX KPUMiHOJIOTIUHA XapakTepucTrka. Peayvmamu. CtaTTs npucBsIueHA PO3TISLY
MUTaHHS arPeCUBHOI HACUIBHUIIBKOI JKIHOUO1 3JI0YMHHOCTI, TIOBE/IIHKU JKiHOK-3JIOUMHIIB, aHAI3YBAHHIO
MOTHBIB BUMHEHHSI TAKUX 3JI0YMHIB, 0COOIMBOCTSIM TEH/IEHIII] 3pOCTAI0UOI JKiIHOUYOI 3JI0YMHHOCTI, & TAKOXK
YITKOMY JOCTI/PKEHHIO X KPIMiHOJIOTIYHOTO TOPTPETY. Y CTaTTi HaBeleHO BUSHAYEHH: MOHATTS *KiHOIO1
3JI0UMHHOCTI, @ TAKOK PO3TJISIAETHCS MicIle, POJib, IPUYUHY i1 03HAKU HACUJIBHUIIBKOI arpecBHOI Ta 5KOP-
CTOKOI JKIHOYOI 3JI0YMHHOCTI. 3BaKaOuM Ha Te, 10 Hapasi 3JI0YMHHICTD JKiHOK Habupae 06epTH MIBH/IIIE
YOJIOBIYO, 11e 3AKOHHO BUKJIUKAE OlbIny cTypOOBAHICTh CYCIIBCTBA. ATpecist, JKOPCTOKICTh i BOMBCTBA
MOBCSKYAC ACOIIIOBATIMCA 13 YOJIOBIUOIO CTATTIO, OJJHAK 1HKOJM JKiHKA 3/[aTHA CEPHO3HO TMepeBepIInTI
«CUJIBHY TIOJIOBUHY JIIO/ICTBA». B cyvacHiil YKpaiHi mpuBepTae yBary arpeCuBHiCTh JKiHOK, [0 CKOIOIOTh
3JI04MHY: 35% 3acy/KeHHUX 0cib JKIHOYOI cTaTi IoKapaHo Ge30cepesHbO 3a arpecBHi (HACHJIbHUIIBKI)
siounnu. Kojkaa uerBepra ocoba xKiHouol crati, KoTpa nepeGyBae y BUIPABHUX KOJIOHISIX, OCY/IKEHA 3a
HACUJIbHUIIBKI 3JT0YMHHU, KOTPI JKIHKHM 3/[IHACHIOIOTH Yepe3 TPUBaJi ciMeiiHo-moOyToBI KOHMIIKTH, a pij-
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11Ie — y 3B’3KY i3 peBHOIIAMU Il MOTUBAMU KOPHUCTi. ABTOPOM 3BEPTAETHCS yBara YNTaviB Ha Te, 10 aHAJI3
MOTHBIB BUMHEHHSI HACUJIbHUI[PKOTO arPECUBHOTO 3/I0UKMHY KIHKOIO OKA3Y€, 110 YaCTO BOHU 00YMOBJIIO-
I0TBCSI TSDKKAMHE COITAIbHUM 1 €eKOHOMIUHUM CTAHOBHIIEM KiHKM B paMKax CHCTeMU CYCIIJIBHUX Bi/[HO-
cHH. K110 paHilie He BUKJIMKAJIO CYMHIBY, 110 3aTaJIOM KiHKH 3/[IHICHIOIOTH 3I04MHN HA eMOIIisX, TO 3apa3
JKiHKa YacTillle BUKOHYE CILIAHOBAHMH, TPOJAYMaHUH il TSXKKUI 37104MH. Y CTATTi BiZIMIYA€THCS MOCTYIIO-
Ba TpaHchOpMallisi HEraTUBHOI MOBEIIHKY JKiHOK Ta 3aCBOEHHS HUMU TOTO TUILY CYCIIJIbHOI MOBEHKH,
10 paiiie 6yB XapaKTepHUM /st YOJIOBIKIB-3JI0YMHIB (BUKOPUCTAHHS HAAMIPHOI KiIBKOCTI CIMPTHUX
HAIIOIB, HAPKOTHKH, aMOPaJIbHICTh, 6€3/1yX0BHICTb TOIIO). Bucnosku. SIk 1iCyMOK HATOJIOIIYEThCS HA
[iZBUILEHH] 5KIHOUOT arpeCUBHOCTI i KPUMIHOT€HHO-HeOe3eUHUX /Iiil B MeKaX CiMelHO-1100yTOBUX KOH-
arikTiB, a TAKOK BU3HAYAETHCS, 1[0 3aTaJIOM MTPUPICT KIIBKOCTI HACHJIBCTBA, HATIPYKEHOCTI Ta KOH(JTIK-
THOCTI B Jiep:kKaBi, HACHJIbHUIIBKI 3JTOYIHN, KOTPi arpeCUBHO PeasTi3yIoThCsI JKiHKAMH, € BilJI3epPKaTeHHIM
€TUYHOTO CTaHy CYCIiIbCTBA.

KmouoBi coBa: kiHKa, 3JI0YUHEllb, XapAKTEPUCTUKA, KIHOYA 3JI0UMHHICTD, arpecist, HACHJIbHHUI[BKA
3JI0YMHHICTb.
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